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Research Interests/Duties 
Dr. Kauffman is Director of the Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry responsible for administrating and 
directing the Institute’s research programs and those on the Hawaii Experimental Tropical Forest. 
Research interests include tropical ecosystems ecology, biodiversity, and restoration, dynamics of 
forest C pools, land use, global climate change, and wetlands/riparian ecology and restoration. 
 
Current Emphases, Studies, Projects 
• Establishment of research infrastructure and long term studies at the Hawaii Experimental 

Tropical Forest. 
• Impacts of typhoons on the structure and function of mangrove ecosystems in the western 

Pacific. 
• The invasive species/wildfire cycle in tropical island landscapes. 
• Interactions of global climate change, land use and native ecosystems: developing adaptation 

and mitigation strategies to achieve ecosystem sustainability. 
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