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Research Interests 
Dr. Giardina is a Research Ecologist and Team Leader with the Pacific Southwest Research Station of the 
USDA Forest Service in Hilo, Hawaii. His research focuses on experimental studies and large-scale gradient 
studies to understand how global change will impact tropical forests and their restoration. He has served as co-
principal investigator or project director for research supported by the US Department of Energy, the US Forest 
Service, and the National Science Foundation. He has authored or co-authored 40 peer-reviewed journal 
articles and book chapters, and has taught courses in ecosystem ecology, forest ecology, agroforestry, and 
forest management. 
 
Active Projects on the HETF 
• National Science Foundation, Major Research Equipment and Facilities Construction (MREFC). 2010-

2042. Pacific Domain National Ecological Observatory Network (NEON). I. Observational Core Wildland 
Site (Hawaii Experimental Tropical Forest); II. Observational – Gradient Sites (Hawaii Experimental 
Tropical Forest). Project leads: R. Ostertag, S. Cordell, C. Giardina, & T. Giambelluca. 

• National Science Foundation, Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) 
University of Hawaii Sub-Award. 2007 – 2009. Establishment of the Hawaii Permanent Forest Plot 
Network (HIPPNET). $287,560. Project leads R. Ostertag, S. Cordell, C. Giardina, & L. Sack. 

• National Science Foundation, Ecosystems Science Cluster. 2008 – 2009. An experimental test of the 
impacts of rising temperature on carbon input, allocation, and loss in model forests. $135,000. Project 
leads: C. Litton & C. Giardina.  
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